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Historical geography of Detroit. By Almon Ernest Parkins, Ph.D. 
(Lansing : Michigan historical commission, 1918. 356 p. $1.00) 

In this book Mr. Parkins describes a century of growth in Detroit, 
1810 to 1910, with emphasis on economic phases and especially upon the 
influence of geographic environment. Indicating the influence of the 
topography, the waterways, the soil, the climate, mineral resources, plant 
life, animal life, and aboriginal human life upon the activities of the 
white settlers of Michigan's metropolis, he has also traced the general 
progress of the surrounding region through the various stages of lum- 
bering, agriculture, commerce, and manufacturing. The work will prove 
specially interesting to the business man and student of economic his- 
tory in its story of the rise of manufactures in a great city, in the evolu- 
tion of Detroit's outlet to the ocean, and the development of land trans- 
portation from the dirt road to the modern steam and electric lines. 

The method is more that of the historian than of the geographer. 
While the material is woven about the geographic element of the environ- 
ment, its arrangement is chronological, and the treatment follows the 
most modern conception of that interesting field which borders both geo- 
graphy and history. An extensive bibliography is given in the book, 
consisting of original documents, manuscripts, papers, journals, reports, 
and accredited secondary materials. The illustrations are well chosen, 
and there is a useful index. 

George N. Fuller 

Itcgal and political status of women in Iowa. An historical account of 
the rights of women in Iowa from 1838 to 1918. By Ruth A. Gal- 
laher. (Iowa City, Iowa: The State historical society of Iowa, 1918. 
300 p. $2.50) 
It is important that studies similar to this account of the legal and 
political status of women be made in the various states and with regard 
to all the important aspects of social organization. The experience of 
the war has shown how essentially common the great concerns of life are 
to the people of the whole country, and how necessary it is that certain 
elementary features of democratic organization should be incorporated 
in our governmental institutions. Among these items, in a minimum 
program of democracy, is the equal opportunity for women with men 
to make their contribution to the community life. Since under the Eng- 
lish institutions from which American institutions are so largely de- 
rived, women were excluded from the practice of virtually all the higher 
professions, since in marriage they lost their legal competence as indi- 
viduals and gained no new competence as members of the family groups ; 
and since, when wage-earners, their wages belonged to their husbands, 
the adoption of a liberal policy giving to the various groups of women 



424 Booh Reviews m. v. h. e. 

the necessary equality of opportunity means complete legislative revision 
of the common law governing the position of women in their relations to 
husband and children, in their professional opportunity, in their in- 
dustrial relationship, and in their political status. 

Such legislative changes will occur in the diiferent states in accord- 
ance with the special interests of the women of the state, but, in general, 
the barbarity of the common law of coverture has been recognized in all 
the states at a reasonably early period, when the principles of the equity 
treatment of married women have been embodied in legislation. 

Miss Gallaher has confined her study to the civil and political status 
of women and has devoted a chapter each to the common law, the early 
status of women in Iowa, personal rights of women, women in education, 
women and the professions, women and the common law marriage and 
divorce, guardianship of children, property rights of women, women in 
industry, equal suffrage in the United States, equal suffrage in Iowa, 
1838-1865, equal suffrage in Iowa, 1865-1890, equal suffrage in Iowa, 
1890-1918, women in appointive offices in Iowa, and women in elective 
offices in Iowa. 

The sources used are the session laws and codes of Iowa, the reports of 
the Iowa supreme court and certain other official documents to which 
accurate reference is made. The material is very carefully and honestly 
presented and no sign of sex antagonism appears. The effort to secure 
an enlargement of the rights of women is made to appear, as it should 
appear, as a development in democratic organization rather than as the 
result of sex bitterness. 

The study is especially interesting because Iowa has on the whole pre- 
sented the liberal development to be expected in a prosperous community 
in which there have developed no great industrial interests concerned to 
keep down the bargaining power of women, nor any large aristocracy 
governed by the motives of the leisure class. What has come about has 
been the recognition of the civil rights of women and the imposition of 
the appropriate duties upon women. If the study is weak at any point, 
it is in full appreciation of the common law. For example, in the ex- 
planation of the meaning of the pretty word "curtesy," which denoted 
the husband's right to his wife's real property in case he survived her. 
Miss Gallaher has only Blackstone's explanation of the husband's doing 
service at the lord's court. She misses the later students' explanation 
that the English law was more "courteous" to the husband than was 
either the law of Normandy or of Scotland. (See Pollock and Maitland, 
History of the English law, 2 : ch. 7. ) And so she fails to bring out the 
fact that under the common law, the duty of the husband to support 
his wife under the doctrine of "Necessaries" was unenforceable and there 
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was no duty to support his child other than that imposed by the poor 
law of Elizabeth. (Garnett, Children and the law, p. 2.) The Iowa 
statute gives to women legal competence and lays on the wife, with the 
husband, the duty of meeting family expenses. The change brought 
about in the position of the husband by this one clause is almost as great 
as that brought about in the position of the wife and while the separate 
existence of the woman is recognized, the unity of the family receives 
recognition equally effective. 

In the opinion of the reviewer, another arrangement of topics would 
have simplified the presentation of the material, as the problems of 
educational and professional limitations have little or nothing to do with 
the doctrine of coverture, while it is impossible to discuss the personal 
rights of women without introducing that doctrine. It would therefore 
have been easier to follow if the discussion in chapters 3 and 4 had 
preceded that in chapter 2 and if all the topics in which marriage is a 
factor had been brought together. This is a question of judgment, 
however, and the study is so intelligently and dispassionately presented 
that criticism on this point may well seem carping. 

S. P. Breckinridge 

A study of state aid to public schools in Minnesota. By Raymond Asa 
Kent, Ph.D., sometime assistant professor of education in the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota. [Studies in the social sciences, number 14] 
(Minneapolis: University of Minnesota, 1918. 183 p. $1.00) 

In his study of state aid in Minnesota, Mr. Kent makes available to 
students of education the data and the method upon which the public 
education commission, created in 1913, and of which he was secretary, 
based its conclusions and recommendations. 

There are two forms of state aid in Minnesota : the current school fund, 
distributed to all schools on the basis of the number of children attend- 
ing forty days or more; and special aid distributed on the basis of 
classification of schools and departments. It is with the problem of the 
special aid that Mr. Kent deals. The nature of his study can be indi- 
cated most concisely by the titles of his chapters : ' ' The problem, " " His- 
torical summary of legislation affecting state aid," "Special aid to high 
schools, " " Special aid to graded schools, " " Special aid to rural schools, ' ' 
' ' Special aid to high, graded, and rural schools compared, " " Special aid 
to industrial departments, ' ' with a final chapter of ' ' Conclusions. ' ' The 
text is interspersed with seventy-six tables and followed by four appen- 
dices and bibliography. 

A serious defect in form is the lack of an index. Furthermore, a 
fuller interpretation of several of the tables would have been desirable. 
Mr. Kent, however, has organized his data and presented his conclusions 



